RAPE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPETENT ADULT VICTIMS
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VIRGINIA

Specific requirement to report sexual assault? No.

Requirement to report non-accidental or intentional injuries? No.

Requirement to report injuries caused by criminal conduct? No.

Additional statutes that may impact competent adult victims of sexual assault? It is mandatory to
report injuries caused by guns, knives and similar weapons.

STATUTES ADDRESSING PAYMENT FOR EXAMINATIONS

Va. Code Ann. § 19.2-165.1. Payment of medical fees in certain criminal cases; reimbursement

All medical fees involved in the gathering of evidence for all criminal cases where medical evidence is
necessary to establish a crime has occurred and for cases involving abuse of children under the age of
18 shall be paid by the Commonwealth out of the appropriation for criminal charges, provided that any
medical evaluation, examination, or service rendered be performed by a physician or facility
specifically designated by the attorney for the Commonwealth in the city or county having jurisdiction
of such case for such a purpose. If no such physician or facility is reasonably available in such city or
county, then the attorney for the Commonwealth may designate a physician or facility located outside
and adjacent to such city or county.

Where there has been no prior designation of such a physician or facility, such medical fees shall be
paid out of the appropriation for criminal charges upon authorization by the attorney for the
Commonwealth of the city or county having jurisdiction over the case. Such authorization may be
granted prior to or within 48 hours after the medical evaluation, examination, or service rendered.

Upon conviction of the defendant in any such case, the court shall order that the defendant reimburse
the Commonwealth for payment of such medical fees.

HISTORY: 1976, c. 292; 1982, c. 507; 1987, c. 330; 1997, c. 322; 1999, c. 853; 2000, c. 292; 2003,
cc. 28, 772.

REPORTING STATUTES WHICH MAY IMPACT RAPE VICTIMS

Va. Code Ann. § 54.1-2967. Physicians and others rendering medical aid to report certain
wounds

For more information, please contact the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office at 703-696-9422
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Any physician or other person who renders any medical aid or treatment to any person for any wound
which such physician or other person knows or has reason to believe is a wound inflicted by a weapon
specified in 18.2-308" and which wound such physician or other person believes or has reason to
believe was not self-inflicted shall as soon as practicable report such fact, including the wounded
person's name and address, if known, to the sheriff or chief of police of the county or city in which
treatment is rendered. If such medical aid or treatment is rendered in a hospital or similar institution,
such physician or other person rendering such medical aid or treatment shall immediately notify the
person in charge of such hospital or similar institution, who shall make such report forthwith.

Any physician or other person failing to comply with this section shall be guilty of a Class 3
misdemeanor. Any person participating in the making of a report pursuant to this section or
participating in a judicial proceeding resulting therefrom shall be immune from any civil liability in
connection therewith, unless it is proved that such person acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

HISTORY:: 1970, c. 531, 54-276.10; 1972, c. 194, 1975, c. 508; 1976, c. 331; 1979, c. 715; 1988, c.
765.

! Section 18.2-308 includes the following weapons: “ (i) any pistol, revolver, or other weapon designed or intended
to propel a missile of any kind by action of an explosion of any combustible material; (ii) any dirk, bowie knife,
switchblade knife, ballistic knife, machete, razor, slingshot, spring stick, metal knucks, or blackjack; (iii) any flailing
instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts connected in such a manner as to allow them to swing freely, which
may be known as a nun chahka, nun chuck, nunchaku, shuriken, or fighting chain; (iv) any disc, of whatever
configuration, having at least two points or pointed blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which

may be known as a throwing star or oriental dart; or (v) any weapon of like kind as those enumerated in this
subsection”. Va. Code. Ann. § 18.2-308(A).

For more information, please contact the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office at 703-696-9422



